RoOCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE The singing people of Haiti strengthen my faith and resolve. If they can

move beyond fear when surrounded by corpses, rubble and political collapse,

how can I despair? If they can sing of persistence and confidence when they

have lost everything, how can we feel hopeless when Copenhagen and the US
e c } 0 n 5 Senate don’t do what we want as quickly as we'd like?

The Haitians gather to sing with each jarring aftershock. We can learn from

them. Maybe -- when our news seems discouraging or distressing -- we too
UN l TED CHURCH OF CHRIST should congregate in the streets to sing hymns of commitment and hope.

WWW.rmeucc.org February 2010 First and foremost, this situation calls on all people -- people of all faiths,
. and those without faith -- to act on their most basic notions of compassion

H ai ti - We WI I I N Ot Fe ar and solidarity. For moIsf of us, who areffar from the d}ilsasaer s,ceries, theit zction
means giving money. Loving prayers of compassion that don’t also include
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Pealm 46 makes a bold affrmati fhich: © 1 not fear. thoush th vice, or the Red Cross will make efficient use of your donation. This is the core
salm 46 makes a bold affirmation of faith: “we will not fear, though the

earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.” cthical matter. Do it.
That is not an idle or abstract affirmation. Even when kingdoms totter and
“the earth melts” with earthquakes, the psalm is confident. Biblical scholar
Leopold Sabourin summarizes the message of Psalm 46 as a proclamation
that “God is the Lord of creation, of history and of eschatology” -- even
when nothing seems stable or secure.

For the people of Haiti -- most of them destitute before this week’s

The occurrence of yet another crushing disaster in Haiti brings to mind a
term from the writings of Lester Brown, “failed states.” Those are countries
“which on some level fail to provide personal security or basic services, such
as education, health care, food and physical infrastructure, to their people.” In
2008, Haiti was #12 in the list of the “top 20 failing states.

L : . Among the other 20 states listed in 2008 are many of the geo-political
earthguake, and'hvmgn in a country that was already 1n.capable of providing hotspots of the world: Somalia (#1), Sudan (#3), Iraq (#6), Pakistan (#10) and
security ?md basic services -- fear would be an appropriate response, along Yemen (#18). Not only are failed states a disaster for their own residents, they
with their overwhelming grief and growing anger. But, for some of them, at are the seedbeds for terrorism and international turmoil.

least, hope and faith are stronger than fear. Brown’s eco-justice concern is that rapid and widespread resource depletion

IE t}}e la‘st f;:lw days, I hagrf.: scen nurmerous /iep [()) rtsLof earl\t/lllquakebslu rv1v§rs and the impact of climate change will lead more countries toward the instabil-
gatnering In the streets and joining In song. Amber Lyni Viunger blogge ity of failed states. The global trajectory toward environmental crisis is tied

today: “This mornm_ghwe': Wf)ke ‘3{%“’ 'aftf:rsh'ockls aroundeamf. zi\gau;l, the directly to an increasing risk of civil war and insurrection, famine and disease,
trenll(ors y[v}i:re met Wlllt singing. lhe 'Sl}?glﬁlg flsﬁ {nc;st as Oi—clelil la§ th'eI . migration and displacement.
quakes. Lhey are still singing now with all of their force — Hallelujah- It 1s as Eco-justice opens our eyes to the intersecting aspects of ecology, econom-

if they are saying “we are not afraid! ics, politics and power that amplify disaster in failing states. Eco-justice draws

' I can’t knf?whall of h'ist(.)ricz'd ro}(l)ts a'xlld th; c}i)nllplex layecrls (?f meaningh us into compassion and solidarity with those in other parts of the world, and
tied to public hymn singing In the midst ot the devastated city. Erom these helps us see the enlightened self-interest in working toward a more just and
reports, though, the songs of “hallelujah” do not express resignation or qui- sustainable world

etism. 'The singing is of persistence, and a refusal to give in to despair. And the people of Haiti who sing in the presence of destruction remind us

For the people in Port-au-Prince, singing goes hand-in-hand with their of the deep hope that must sustain us as we go about the long and difhcult

sel:lar}clh fﬁr Slll)l‘VlV(irS, t}II_fI:Ir quest for wz;lter and dfOOd’ fmdhthelr mﬁurnmgs f work of healing and transformation. May we, with the Haitians and the psalm-
all that has been lost. Hymns center them and sustain them as they go about ist, announce that “we will not fear!”

the hard work of survival. Each aftershock triggers new panic, and then
songs of praise and confidence still the fear.

“We will not fear” is not an easy statement. The hymns in Haiti are a will- Made Possible by your OCWM support.
ful commitment to carry on when there is good reason to panic or give up. RMC Reflections is a ministry of:
The act of gathering as a community in itself provides nurture and support. Rocky Mountain Conference UCC, 1140 W. 5th Avenue, Denver, CO 80204
The songs of confidence affirm a hopeful reality more real than the horrors. kathy@rmcucc.org Phone: 303-984-9118 Fax: 303-980-6695




